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7-7:30 p.m.  
Emotional Campaign Themes and Voter Behavior 
David A. Potter 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
Voting is the cornerstone of the Representative Democracy in the United States. Voter behavior 
has long been a popular subject in political science academia. However, most of that research 
assumes that the voter is purely rational and fails to account for the possibility of emotions 
affecting voter thought and behavior. In this paper, I examine how voter behavior is influenced 
by emotional campaign themes. Five spectrums characterize these emotional themes. These 
spectrums, which are established by moral psychology, are: care-harm, fairness-cheating, 
loyalty-betrayal, authority-subversion, and sanctity-degradation. Select Senate, House, and 
Presidential campaign ads and speeches, alongside the electoral success of the particular 
candidate, are analyzed for the presence of these themes. One or more of these themes, albeit 
often subtle, are present in most campaigns. There is, however, much variation between which 
ones are used and how often. This paper determines that there is a correlation between 
emotionally charged campaigns (when themes are effectively implemented) and electoral 
success. 
 
7:30-8 p.m.  
Betrayal Among Comrades   
Olivia West 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
There are several instances in which institutions (such as the military, prisons, boarding schools, 
and the Catholic Church) have been rife with scandals involving sexual assault. Why does rape 
appear to be a problem in institutional structures with isolated communities?  Various scholars 
have developed theories for why rape occurs and how these theories are applicable to 
institutional cases.   
 
Sivakumaran asserts that the power dynamic theory, which posits that rape is a tool for asserting 
dominance, can explain various manifestations of sexual violence.  The predatory theory posits 
that men become acquainted with a potential victim and gain their trust before assaulting the 
victim. Morris theorizes that rape in the military is a gender-based hate crime.  With the 
exception of Sivakumaran’s power dynamic theory, most of the theories offered by scholarly 
literature only explain why men rape women, but they do not explain why men (even 
heterosexual men) rape men or why women rape women.   
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Through my research, I will explore whether or not it is the structure of the institutions 
themselves that facilitate the likelihood of rape taking place.  My primary mode of testing this 
theory is to gather data on select cases, such as those aforementioned (the military, prison, 
Catholic Church, boarding schools, etc); compare the different factors that can lead to rape; and 
see if there are commonalities among the institutions that facilitate rape. If these institutions are 
conducive to rape, it may mean that restructuring the hierarchical construct of the facility is 
necessary. 
 
8-8:30 p.m. 
A Study on How Terrorist Organizations Choose Their Targets 
João Fonseca 
Faculty Advisor: Nathan Griffith, Ph.D. 
 
The world has faced countless terrorist attacks throughout history. However, it was not until after 
the attacks on the World Trade Center that terrorism became a major concern in the field of 
Political and Social Sciences. Counterterrorism agencies, governments, and international 
institutions have come together to fight against terrorist organizations. Much has been written 
about terrorism, its origin and ultimate goals, but little has appeared to explain in detail why 
terrorist organizations choose one target over another. This project is separated into two stages: 
the first stage involves defining how the five main theories are going to be tested, and 
subsequently analyzing whether they are still relevant or not on the current trends of terrorist 
target selection process. The five theories tested on this research are: the main motivation theory, 
the attention theory, the successfulness of the attack theory, the convenience theory, and the 
dominant organization theory. The second stage involves the analysis of the first ten terrorist 
attacks of every month throughout the year of 2012. The ultimate purpose of this research is to 
identify what is the most common target selection process used by terrorist organizations.  
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